
Needham Transportation Committee 

Minutes of January 29, 2019 Meeting 

(7:30pm – 8:45 pm in the Highland Room of Needham Town Hall) 

Members in attendance: Chair Steve McKnight (SM), Secretary Justin McCullen (JM) Richard Creem (RC), Duncan 

Allen (DA), David Montgomery (DM) 

7:30 Call to order 8:37 Adjournment 

1) Minutes of October 3
rd

 2018  

Minutes read and accepted unanimously with no abstentions with 2 small revisions. 

 

2) Election of Committee officers 

Committee discussed member intentions of officers for 2019/2020.  DM expressed 

interest in Chair along with SM expressing interest as Vice Chair.  JM agreed to stay on 

as Secretary as no one expressed interest in that position.  MOTION: Nominations of 

Chair (DM), Vice Chair (SM), and Secretary (JM) were voted on and approved 

unanimously with no abstentions. Term to commence at adjournment of Jan 29
th

 2019 

meeting. 

3) Discussion of Transportation Issues in the Board of Selectmen's FY2019-2020 Updated 

Goals 

SM introduced the Board of Selectmen’s (as of May 16
th
 the board name was changed to 

‘Selectboard’, but as of this meeting will be referenced as ‘Board of Selectmen’) 

FY2019/20 goals.  [ATTACHED] SM led discussion around drafting a letter to the BOS 

communicating the committee’s support of town transportation goals and initiatives using 

some of the BOS priorities outlined in document.  DM suggested that the committee 

should first seek BOS feedback on transportation committee charter and charge before 

taking a position or making recommendations on transportation matters.  The committee 

then discussed the transportation related goals from the BOS goals document and decided 

the best approach was to draft a memo to the BOS informing them of the committee’s 

willingness to help explore further, support or drive any of the goals outlined.  MOTION: 

DM and SM to draft a letter to BOS and circulate to committee for feedback prior to 

submission.  Motion approved unanimously without abstention.  

 

4) Other Transportation Issues 

 

RC and DA noted that the on-time performance of the Needham Line has marginally 

improved, (it was noted that the new schedule helped to improve the on-time 



performance by building in buffer time).  It was noted that there is still some concern 

with short trainsets and single level cars on rush hour trains leading to overcrowded trains 

and increased station dwell times and late arrival times at South Station.  It was noted that 

the station platforms have seen some improvements, however there are still uneven 

surfaces that are in need of repair.  In addition it was noted that a number of trees at the  

Needham Center station have died and should be replaced.  ACTION: Motion to DM 

and SM to draft a letter from Needham Town Manager to MBTA and Keolis addressing 

these station and service concerns.  Draft to be circulated to committee for feedback prior 

to submission.  Motion approved unanimously without any abstentions. 

 

5) Other business 

DM reminded the committee members to take the Commonwealth of MA Conflict of 

Interest online training and submit certificate of completion to Town Clerk in a timely 

fashion.   

Adjournment 8:37pm 

Attachments:  BOS FY2019-2020 Updated Goals 

 
















