
 

DESIGN REVIEW BOARD 

Monday, December 7, 2020 

7:30 p.m. 

 

Virtual Meeting using Zoom 

Meeting ID: 845-1987-6965 

(Instructions for accessing below) 
  

 

 

 

APPLICANTS: 

(Items for which a specific time has not been assigned may be taken out of order.) 

1. Paul Good, Revitalization Trust, applying for two murals within the Downtown 

Center.  

a. 1450 Highland Avenue south facing wall with mural of Ridge Hill. 

 

b. 1013 Great Plain Avenue east facing wall towards Town Common with 

changeable mural called “Needham to the World”. 

 

2. Tim Parker, Fast Signs applying for signage representing LEVO LABS located at 292 

Reservoir Street. 

 

3. George Giunta, Jr. representing Hunnewell Needham LLC applying for site plan 

review of development at 400 Hunnewell Street. 

 

 

REVIEW Minutes of 11/16/2020 meeting. 

 

 

 

Next Public Meeting – December 21, 2020 at 7:30pm via Zoom Webinar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                     

 

To view and participate in this virtual meeting on your phone, download the “Zoom 

Cloud Meetings” app in any app store or at www.zoom.us. At the above date and time, 

click on “Join a Meeting” and enter the following Meeting ID: 845-1987-6965   

Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84519876965 

 

 To view and participate in this virtual meeting on your computer, at the above date and 

time, go to www.zoom.us click “Join a Meeting” and enter the following ID: 845-1987-

6965 

http://www.zoom.us/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84519876965
http://www.zoom.us/






The Revitalization Trust Fund (NCRTF) www.NeedhamMA.gov

RI D G E  H I L L  R E S E R V A T I O NI D G E  H I L L  R E S E R V A T I O NRR

The Revitalization Trust Fund
 (NCRTF)  

www.NeedhamMA.gov
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Since the 1960s Bob 
Larsen has made his 
mark in Needham 

both visually  and with his 
vital presence

Bob saw military  
action in an artillery  

company in the 
 Korean war.

Bob in his Needham studio 

Cartoons of local life in town

An interest in  
highlighting  
our history

For 30 years Bob captured Needham life in cover designs
His banner designs are  
displayed throughout 
town

Robert Y. Larsen Soldier, Artist, Entrepeneur

NEEDHAM TIMES

Bass relief Minute Man 
design was carved into 
the Needham’s Fallen 
Brave Monument at 
Memorial Park 

FROM NEEDHAM TO THE WORLD

S
gourmet items gift baskets
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1. ALL WORK PERFORMED, INCLUDING MATERIALS FURNISHED, WORKMANSHIP, AND

MEANS AND METHODS OF CONSTRUCTION SHALL CONFORM TO THE APPLICABLE

AND THE LATEST REQUIREMENTS OF THE MASSACHUSETTS STATE BUILDING CODE

AND THE APPLICABLE CITY OR TOWNSHIP, ALL LOCAL AND STATE HANDICAP AND

FEDERAL REQUIREMENTS, AND GENERAL CONDITIONS PER AIA DOCUMENT #A205

AND OWNER/CONTRACTOR AGREEMENT DOCUMENT #A105.

BEFORE COMMENCING WORK, THE CONTRACTOR SHALL FILE ALL REQUIRED

CERTIFICATES OF INSURANCE WITH THE OWNER AND THE DEPARTMENT OF

BUILDINGS, OBTAIN ALL REQUIRED PERMITS, AND PAY ALL FEES REQUIRED BY THE

GOVERNING AGENCIES.

THE CONTRACTOR SHALL VISIT THE SITE AND VERIFY THAT ALL EXISTING

CONDITIONS AGREE WITH THE INFORMATION SHOWN ON THE DRAWINGS.  ANY

CONFLICTS, OMISSIONS OR DISCREPANCIES SHALL BE BROUGHT TO THE

ATTENTION OF THE ARCHITECT FOR RESOLUTION PRIOR TO COMMENCEMENT OF

ANY WORK.  NO ALLOWANCES WILL SUBSEQUENTLY BE MADE ON BEHALF OF THE

ARCHITECT FOR ANY ADDITIONAL EXPENSES WHICH ARE INCURRED DUE TO

NEGLECT OR WHICH COULD HAVE BEEN REASONABLY FORESEEN BY PRIOR

INSPECTION OF EXISTING CONDITIONS.

PRIOR TO COMMENCING WORK, ORDERING OF MATERIALS AND SHOP FABRICATION

OF ANY MATERIALS, THE CONTRACTOR SHALL VERIFY ALL DIMENSIONS AS

INDICATED ON THE DRAWINGS AND SHALL REPORT ANY DISCREPANCIES TO THE

ARCHITECT FOR RESOLUTION.

DRAWINGS INDICATE LOCATION, DIMENSIONS, REFERENCE AND TYPICAL DETAIL

FOR CONSTRUCTION.  MINOR DETAILS NOT USUALLY SHOWN OR SPECIFIED, BUT

NECESSARY FOR PROPER CONSTRUCTION OF ANY PART OF THE WORK SHALL BE

INCLUDED AS IF THEY WERE INDICATED IN THE DRAWINGS, FOR CONDITIONS NOT

ILLUSTRATED, NOTIFY ARCHITECTS FOR CLARIFICATION AND/OR SIMILAR DETAIL.

THE SCOPE OF WORK INCLUDES ALTERATION TO EXISTING FACILITIES.  WORK

WHICH IS OBVIOUSLY REQUIRED TO BE PERFORMED OR PROVIDE A COMPLETE AND

FINISHED PRODUCT WITHIN THE SCOPE OF WORK, BUT WHICH IS NOT

SPECIFICALLY INCLUDED ON THE CONTRACT DOCUMENTS, SHALL BE PERFORMED

BY THE CONTRACTOR AND BE INCLUDED IN THE BID.  CONTRACTOR TO INSPECT

AT TIME OF DELIVERY ALL FIXTURES PROVIDED BY OWNER TO INSURE PROPER

QUANTITY, THAT ITEMS ARE DEFECT FREE, AND MATCH INVOICE.  CONTRACTOR

TO BE RESPONSIBLE FOR INSTALLATION, WHICH MAY INCLUDE BLOCKING,

SHIMMING, ETC.  IT IS THE CONTRACTOR'S RESPONSIBILITY TO COORDINATE ALL

ITEMS SUPPLIED BY OWNER'S VENDORS AND TO VERIFY THAT ALL MATERIALS

RECEIVED ARE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE SPECIFICATIONS, HEREIN.  ANY

DAMAGED ITEMS OR DISCREPANCIES BETWEEN MATERIALS SPECIFIED AND

MATERIALS SHIPPED, SHALL BE REPORTED TO THE ARCHITECT PROMPTLY.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

CONTRACTOR SHALL EMPLOY ADEQUATE NUMBER OF SKILLED WORKMEN WHO ARE

THOROUGHLY TRAINED AND EXPERIENCED IN THE NECESSARY CRAFTS AND WHO

ARE COMPLETELY FAMILIAR WITH THE SPECIFIED REQUIREMENTS AND THE

METHODS NEEDED FOR PROPER PERFORMANCE OF THE WORK.  ALL WORK SHALL

BE PERFORMED BY DULY LICENSED PROFESSIONALS AND AS REQUIRED BY STATE

AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS FOR EACH APPLICABLE TRADE, (PLUMBING,

ELECTRICAL, ETC.), WHO SHALL ARRANGE FOR AND OBTAIN REQUIRED

INSPECTIONS AND SIGN-OFFS.

THESE DRAWINGS ARE DIVIDED INTO SECTIONS FOR CONVENIENCE ONLY.

CONTRACTOR, SUBCONTRACTORS, VENDORS AND MATERIAL SUPPLIERS SHALL

REFER TO ALL RELEVANT SECTIONS IN BIDDING AND PERFORMING THEIR WORK

AND SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL ASPECTS OF THEIR WORK REGARDLESS OF

WHERE THE INFORMATION OCCURS ON THE DRAWINGS.

CONTRACTOR SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE TO COORDINATE WORK OF ALL TRADES AND

SHALL PROVIDE ALL DIMENSIONS REQUIRED FOR OTHER TRADES,

SUBCONTRACTORS SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR COORDINATION OF THEIR WORK

WITH THE WORK OF OTHERS, AND SHALL VERIFY THAT ANY WORK RELATING TO

THEM WHICH MUST BE PROVIDED BY OTHERS, HAS BEEN COMPLETED AND IS

ADEQUATE PRIOR TO COMMENCING WORK.

CONTRACTOR SHALL PROVIDE STRUCTURAL BACKING/BLOCKING FOR ALL WALL

MOUNTED FIXTURES, FINISHES AND EQUIPMENT, AND FOR ALL HANGING FIXTURES,

BLINDS, ETC.

CONTRACTOR SHALL INSTALL ALL MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT AS PER

MANUFACTURER'S WRITTEN INSTRUCTIONS AND/OR RECOMMENDATIONS.

13.

12.

11.

10.

9.

Duckham Architecture & Interiors

53 Central Avenue

Needham, MA 02494

T. (781) 449-4109

Contact:  Kent Duckham

ARCHITECT:

CIVIL/SITE SURVEY:

PROJECT DIRECTORY DRAWING INDEX GENERAL NOTES
THE CONTRACTOR SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE PROTECTION OF ALL

INSTALLATIONS, CONDITIONS MATERIALS AND FINISHES WITH THE PROPOSED

CONSTRUCTION AREA AND ALL ADJOINING PROPERTY AFFECTED BY

CONTRACTOR'S OPERATIONS.  THE CONTRACTOR SHALL PROVIDE ADEQUATE

SHORING AND BRACING FOR STRUCTURAL OR REMOVAL TASKS.  THE CONTRACTOR

SHALL HAVE SOLE RESPONSIBILITY FOR ANY DAMAGE OR INJURIES CAUSED BY OR

DURING THE EXECUTION OF THE WORK.  ANY EXISTING MATERIALS AND FINISHES

WHICH ARE DAMAGED, SHALL BE REPLACED AS NECESSARY WITH NEW MATCHING

MATERIALS AT THE CONTRACTOR'S OWN COST AND EXPENSE.

THE CONTRACTOR SHALL DO ALL CUTTING, CHASING, CORE DRILLING, PATCHING

AND REPAIRING AS REQUIRED TO PERFORM ALL THE WORK THAT MAY BE

INDICATED ON THE DRAWINGS, AND ALL OTHER WORK THAT MAY BE REQUIRED TO

COMPLETE THE JOB.  PATCHING SHALL MATCH ADJACENT SYSTEMS, MATERIALS

AND FINISHES UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED.

7.

8.

CONTRACTOR SHALL AT ALL TIMES DURING THE COURSE OF THE CONTRACT KEEP

ADJOINING PREMISES, INCLUDING STREETS AND OTHER AREAS ASSIGNED TO OR

USED BY THE CONTRACTOR, FREE FROM ACCUMULATIONS OF WASTE MATERIALS

AND RUBBISH CAUSED BY CONTRACTOR'S EMPLOYEES, SUBCONTRACTOR OR THEIR

WORK.

CONTRACTOR SHALL ASSIST DELIVERY AND STORAGE OF OWNER SUPPLIED ITEMS,

AND DISPOSE OF ANY RESULTING TRASH.

CONTRACTOR SHALL PROVIDE SHOP DRAWINGS FOR ALL TRADES PRIOR TO

INSTALLATION, AND SAMPLES OF ALL MATERIAL AND COLOR/FINISHES FOR

ARCHITECT'S APPROVAL ON ANY DEVIATION/SUBSTITUTION FROM CONTRACT

DOCUMENTS.

CONTRACTOR TO VERIFY ALL FIXTURE COUNTS, AS APPLICABLE TO THEIR

CONTRACT, WITH OWNER.

CONTRACTOR SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR CLOSEOUT, PRIOR TO FINAL PAYMENT,

INCORPORATING ALL STANDARD GUARANTIES AND WARRANTIES AND ORIGINALS

OF ALL APPLICABLE CERTIFICATES OF TESTING, INSPECTION, TEMPORARY FINAL

CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY, COORDINATE WITH OWNER.

CONTRACTOR SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR A THOROUGH, PROFESSIONAL

CLEANING OF THE ENTIRE FACILITY PRIOR TO OWNER TAKEOVER DATE.  ALL

EXPOSED HORIZONTAL AND VERTICAL SURFACES INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO

THE FOLLOWING MUST BE WIPED CLEAN AND FREE OF DUST; WALLS, EXPOSED

STRUCTURAL MEMBERS, STAIRS AND RAILINGS, CABINETRY.  ALL FLOORS MUST BE

MOPPED CLEAN.

CONTRACTOR TO PROVIDE 3 COPIES OF AS BUILT INFORMATION, OPERATION AND

MAINTENANCE MANUALS, INCLUDING ALL PRODUCT GUARANTIES AND

WARRANTIES.

15.

16.

14.

20.

18.

19.

17.

CONTRACTOR TO KEEP A SET OF THE MOST CURRENT DRAWINGS ON SITE AT ALL

TIMES.

21.
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A.1.2 PROPOSED SECOND FLOOR PLAN

A.2.2

A.2.1 EXTERIOR ELEVATIONS

A.1.1 PROPOSED FIRST FLOOR PLAN

Needham, MA

EXTERIOR ELEVATIONS

STRUCTURAL
ENGINEER:

OWNER:

ZONING LEGEND:
400 HUNNEWELL STREET

DUCKHAM
ARCHITECTURE   &   INTERIORS

REV: 06-24-2016

A.1.0 PROPOSED BASEMENT FLOOR PLAN

Field Resources Land Surveyor

281 Chestnut St #1

Needham, MA 02492

T. (781) 444-5936

Contact:

A.1.4 PROPOSED ROOF PLAN

LANDSCAPE
ARCHITECT:

Dov Kirstajn, P.E.

Structural Consultant

103 Beaumont Ave

Newton, Ma 02460

(617) 969-3539

dkirstajnx@gmail.com

MECHANICAL ELECATRICAL
FIRE PROTECTION

Verdant Lanscape Architecture

318 Harvard St #25

Brookline, MA 02446

T. (6171) 735-1180

Contact:

GENERAL
CONTRACTOR:

LVR Corporation

88 Foundry Street

Wakefield, MA 01880

P 781-245-9888

C 617-719-2119

Contact: Larry Roy

SITE PLAN COVER SHEET

MINIMUM LOT SIZE

USE

CATEGORY

N/A

REQUIRED EXISTING PROPOSED

OFFICE BUILDING RESIDENTIAL (8-UNITS)

10,000 20,123 SQ. FT.

ZONING DISTRICT: HILLSIDE AVENUE BUSINESS DISTRICTS

20,123 SQ. FT.

MINIMUM LOT FRONTAGE

80' 104.31' 104.31'

MAX GROSS AREA

14,086 8,520 14,076

MAX FLOOR AREA RATIO

0.7 0.4 0.7

MINIMUM FRONT YARD SETBACK

20' 21' 21'

MINIMUM SIDE YARD SETBACK

N/A 8.3' 8.3'

MINIMUM REAR YARD SETBACK

N/A 99.5' 80'

MAX BUILDING HEIGHT

35' 8,534 =/- 29'

MAX BUILDING HEIGHT 2 

1

2

" STORIES
2 STORIES

2 

1

2

" STORIES

PARKING

a. 28.45 (1/300)

23 SPACES

a. EXISTING OFFICE

b. PROPOSED RESIDENTIAL b. 12 (1.5 Units)

400 Hunnewell Street, llc

14A Brooks Street

Wellesley, MA 02482

30 SPACES

1/8

EXISTING CONDITIONS PLAN

2/8

LAYOUT PLAN

3/8

GRADING & DRAINAGE PLAN

4/8

UTILITY PLAN

5/8

EROSION & SEDIMENTATION CONTROL PLAN

6/8

DETAIL PLAN 1/2

7/8

DETAIL PLAN 2/2
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400 HUNNEWELL ST
NEEDHAM, MA

DECEMBER 2020

PROPOSED PLANT LIST							     
			 
Trees:								     
7	 AG	 Amelanchier grandiflora	 Serviceberry	 8-10’ ht.	 B&B	
5	 AR	 Acer rubrum ‘Armstrong’	 Armstrong Red Maple	 3-3.5”cal.	 B&B
9	 CAA	 Cornus alba	 White Dogwood	 2.5-3” cal.	 B&B	
5	 LS	 Liquidambar styraciflua ‘Slender Silouette’	 Fastigiate Sweetgum	 3-3.5” cal. 	 B&B
4	 MS	 Malux X ‘Sugar Tyme’	 Sugar Tyme Crabapple	 2.5-3” cal.	 B&B
3	 PA	 Picea abies	 Norway Spruce	 8-10’ ht.	 B&B
5	 TG	 Thuja plicata ‘Green Giant’	 Green Giant Arborvitea	 8-10’ ht. 	 B&B
Shrubs:							     
27	 CA	 Clethra alnifolia	 Sweet Pepperbush	 3 gal.	 Pots
6	 CM	 Clematis maxicowicziana	 Sweet Autumn Clematis	 3 gal.	 Pots.
21	 IC	 Ilex crenata ‘Hetzii’	 Hetz Japanese Holly	 18-24” ht.	 Pots
26	 IV	 Itea virginica ‘Little Henry’	 Little Henry Virginia Sweetspire	 24” ht.	 Pots
7	 VD	 Viburnum dentatum	 Arrowwood Viburnum	 3-4’ ht.	 B&B
Perennials & Grasses:						    
65	 cid	 Carex morrowii ‘Ice Dance’	 Ice Dance Sedge	 2” plug	 12” o.c.
25	 dp	 Dennstaedtia punctilobus	 Hayscented Fern	 2 gal.	 18” o.c
50	 hh	 Hemerocallis ‘hyperion’	 Daylily Hyperion	 2 gal.	 12” o.c.
5	 nf	 nepeta faassenii ‘Walker’s Low’	 Catmint	 2 gal.	 12” o.c.
150	 vm	 Vinca minor	 Myrtle	 2 gal.	 18” o.c.
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Privacy Wood Board Fence with or without Lattice Topper

Precast Permeable Concrete Pavers - accent walk from HC parking with different colors.Bollard Lights at HC Parking

Stepping Stones connect building 
entrance to sidewalk

Evergreen Screening Planting
Green Giant Cedar and 
Norway Spruce

Amelanchier grandiflora - habitat planting for 
pollinators and birds

Slender Silhouette 
Sweet Gum
Accents architecture

Armstrong Red Maple



 

    
  Design Review Board Meeting Minutes    

Monday, November 16, 2020    
7:30 PM    

Board Members:  

Mark Gluesing, Chair (P)  
Bob Dermody, Board Member (P) 
Deborah Robinson, Board Member (p)  
Rana Mana-Doerfer, DRB Recording Secretary (P)  
Elisa Litchman, Administrative Assistant, Planning & Community Development (P) 

Applicants & Attendees: 

1. Special Permit application, Phill Naffah (Harvey Signs) representing PetCo located at 163 
Highland Ave. applying for 3 signs. 
- J. Mora of Anchor Signs 
- Mike Schwerin of Anchor Signs 

2. Brian Brinkers, ACME Sign Corporation representing Joelle Lieman, Elite Aesthetics MD and 
applying for signage and awnings located at 1 Chapel Street.  
- Joelle Lieman 

3. Aaron Sicotte, Principal representing Needham High School applying for signage located at 609 
Webster Street.  

Mr. Chair called the meeting to order on November 16, 2020 at 7:30 PM EST.  

Mr. Chair notified attendees of new public meeting orders issued by the governor of 
Massachusetts. 

Agenda Item 1: 

Public Hearing: PetCo located at 163 Highland Ave. has made application to the Design Review Board 
for a Special Permit for three signs. – Phill Naffah, Harvey Signs.  

The Board had previously discussed this signage proposal with the applicant prior to the Special Permit 
application. 

Mr. Naffah wanted to address some recommendations that the Board had previously made at another 
meeting. Mr. Naffah said he brought their comments regarding the logo’s font and size to PetCo. Mr. 
Naffah was told that it is their trademarked logo and cannot be changed. The Board had requested a 



 

new lexan face to be installed onto the pylon sign to avoid ghosting of old letters. PetCo has agreed to 
that request.  

Lastly, the Board had made comments regarding the flat cut-out letters illuminated with gooseneck 
lights, mounted on the buildings entrance pillar. Petco claimed that this was approved during the initial 
review of the building project.  

Mr. Chair informed Mr. Naffah that was unlikely to have happened and it is standard practice not to 
approve signage during a site plan building review application. Mr. Chair said if they can provide physical 
evidence of this approval, he can review the matter.  

Sign A: VetCo Total Care Wall Sign 

Ms. Robinson said she does not have a problem with the size of the letters. She recommended that it be 
centered in the colored masonry band. The size of the font is different enough relative to the main sign. 

Mr. Dermody said he does not have a problem with it. However, Mr. Dermody suggested perhaps 
scaling it down to give more breathing room between the top of the “T” and the red band.  

Mr. Dermody asked what the height of the grey band is, and how much space would be above the letter 
“T” in VetCo. The elevation of the letters combined is 42 ½ inches, and the overall of the grey band is 48 
Inches. Mr. Dermody said that the spacing is tight with only 2 ¼ inches space between the top & the 
bottom.  

Mr. Dermody asked what the square footage is for the sign and if it is illuminated. Mr. Naffah said it is 
35.71 sq. ft. and internally illuminated with LED’s. Mr. Dermody said he would recommend scaling it 
down.  

Mr. Schwerin of Anchor Signs asked Mr. Naffah what the height of the letters are. Mr. Naffah said the 
height is 15 inches. He said the reason they look big is due to the letters being stacked. He wanted the 
Board to take into consideration the actual height of the letters.  

Mr. Chair said while 15 inches is not small, it is not large either. He finds the sign crowded within the 
architectural space, which is the Board’s main concern. The Board typically looks for more negative 
space, however, the viewing angles are such that it is less of a factor in this case. overall, he felt it is an 
acceptable sign.  

Mr. Dermody said that Mr. Chair brought up a good point that the sign is high up and that the negative 
space on the actual sign is not a big problem.  

Motion to approve sign A as submitted by Mr. Dermody. 

Motion was seconded by Ms. Robinson.  

Name   Aye   Nay    
Mark Gluesing   Aye   
Bob Dermody Aye 



 

 

Sign C: Pylon sign 

Mr. Naffah gave a brief overview of the proposal which is to remove the existing lexan panel and install 
a brand-new white lexan with applied lettering and graphics. 

Mr. Naffah said the option they are considering is 3/16th white lexan panel with applied graphics with 
the red, blue outlined in black. 

Mr. Dermody said one concern the Board has is that white backgrounds are bright, and with such a large 
field of white it may be too bright. The Board often works with applicants to tone that down by adding 
some sort of film layers.  

He asked Mr. Naffah where the black vertical line will begin and end. Mr. Naffah said it will be the whole 
height of the panel at 1 inch wide.  

Mr. Naffah said if the Board is concerned about the brightness, they can create a digital print which then 
the white vinyl will be installed onto the plastic panel material which can create a “duller” white that is 
not super bright.  

Ms. Robinson said she was okay with the proposed signage.  

Mr. Chair asked Mr. Naffah to discuss the illumination of the panel. For the light source of the actual 
panel it will most likely be florescent bulbs. 

Mr. Chair asked the Board members what they thought of the digital printing idea. The Board was in 
favor.  

Motion to approve sign C with the condition that the sign is changed to a digital print vinyl sheet 
mounted on lexan panel by Mr. Dermody. 

Motion was seconded by Ms. Robinson. 

 

 

 

Entrance Store Sign “B” (signage& lighting on the pillar) 

Mr.Naffah said he is proposing a set of flat cut-out letters , they total 16.5 sq. ft. in area they are 6 3/8th 
inches tall and they’re asking for them to be externally illuminated with goose neck lights.  

The grooming sign has been removed, so they are trying to install some sort of branding to identify that 
grooming & dog training is still part of the services offered at PetCo.  

Deborah Robinson Aye 

Name   Aye   Nay    
Mark Gluesing   Aye   
Bob Dermody Aye 
Deborah Robinson Aye 



 

Ms. Robinson said she does not think it is necessary. It seems like an overkill. Perhaps they can add 
lettering to the windows or the doors to indicate the services they are providing. 

 Mr. Naffah asked if the Board were against the idea of installing the branding on the columns outside 
the store. Mr. Dermody said yes. Mr. Chair said the by-law is not about advertising services but 
identifying the business and architecturally it would not look good on the building.  

Mr. Naffah asked Mr. Chair if it is okay to install signage on the storefront glazing. Mr. Chair said yes, it is 
part of the by-law. However, they’re limited to 25% of the area of the glass panel the installation is to go 
on.  

Mr. Dermody said this sign is redundant. By the time a customer is reading this sign they are already out 
of the car heading into the business. He would be inclined to deny this sign.  

Motion to deny the special permit for sign B by Mr. Dermody.  

Motion was seconded by Ms. Robinson.  

 

 

 

Agenda Item 2: 

ACME Sign Corporation representing Joelle Lieman, Elite Aesthetics MD and applying for signage and 
awnings located at 1 Chapel Street. – Brian Brinkers, ACME Sign Corporation 

Mr. Brinkers gave a brief overview of the proposed work which is to re-cover the existing awning frames 
with black material. The awnings will be the same size and the in the same locations with additional 
graphics on them which displays Elite Aesthetics Logo & various tag lines on the valance.  

Mr. Chair asked Mr. Brinkers to describe the graphics in more detail. Mr. Brinkers said there are 8 
existing awnings and most of them will have the Elite Aesthetics logo and Elite tag line. Two of the 
awnings will have longer graphics such as “Science Led Beauty”. There is a larger graphic and name on 
the awning over the entrance. 

Mr. Chair asked Mr. Brinkers what the valance size is. Mr. Brinkers said it is 9 inches.  

Mr. Chair asked what the plan is for the existing illuminated cabinet signs. Ms. Lieman said she does not 
know if these are functional and whether she wants to utilize them for her business. 

Ms. Lieman said she had planned to find out if they are functional and then submit a separate 
application to the Board if she wants to use them. Ms. Lieman asked if the Board would give her an 
allowance to install a logo if they were functional. Mr. Chair said she can use them, but it impacts how 
he feels about all the logos on the awnings they are reviewing currently.  

Name   Aye   Nay    
Mark Gluesing   Aye   
Bob Dermody Aye 
Deborah Robinson Aye 



 

Mr. Dermody said he does not know how the Board can discuss the awnings without knowing what is to 
come of the sign cabinets. It influences what would go on the building because it is a total package. Mr. 
Dermody wanted more clarification if all the awnings look the same or are is each one different. Mr. 
Chair said the 2 facing the corner have the tag lines on them and the rest just say “Elite”. 

The awnings were presented in a series of photographs.  Ms. Lieman said because they are all facing 
different directions it was impossible for her to get a flat single image photo.  

Mr. Brinkers said that a few of the awnings are slightly different in term of the taglines on them. Mr. 
Dermody said that goes against the simple atheistic they are going for.  

Ms. Robinson said taking the cabinets off is probably the better idea. Ms. Lieman said she does not like 
the cabinets and was not considering utilizing them.  Other than the cabinets Ms. Robinson said she is 
fine with the black awnings and the logo.  

Mr. Chair said he would require having the cabinets removed.  

Mr. Chair said while the lettering on the 2 corner awnings are not very tall, they are long. He said he was 
comfortable with repetitive “Elite” logo on the awnings, but he wanted to discuss the longer taglines a 
bit more.  

Ms. Leiman said she is expanding her brand to a bigger more rounded wellness center which is why she 
wants those taglines on the corner awnings.  

Motion to approve awning submission with the graphics as shown with the condition that the cabinet 
light boxes, associated wiring, & conduit be removed, and the brick be repaired by Ms. Robinson.  

Motion was seconded by Mr. Dermody.  

 

 

 

Agenda Item 3: 

Needham High School applying for two signs located at 609 Webster Street. - Aaron Sicotte 

Mr. Sicotte gave an overview of the proposed signage at the Needham High School. The 
proposal is to install 2 signs to help clarify the location and entrances of the High School.  

The first sign is a large granite sign that would sit at the grassy area facing Webster St.  The sign 
is 8 ft. by 4 ft. with 8-inch letters.  

The second granite sign will replace the old rotting wood sign on Admiral Gracey Way.  

Name   Aye   Nay    
Mark Gluesing   Aye   
Bob Dermody Aye 
Deborah Robinson Aye 



 

Ms. Robinson indicated she did not like the granite sign and that it looks like a tombstone.  

Mr. Sicotte explained that this sign was a culmination of an idea from former students who 
thought the lack of a sign is an issue. The makeup & ultimate design of the sign had influence 
from student feedback.   They were mainly going for a classic look that had some staying power 
that didn’t speak to a particular age group.  

Mr. Chair said he likes the simplicity, but the letter style is a little heavy handed.  

Mr. Dermody said he also did not like the granite sign as submitted.  He asked if the letters are 
engraved. Mr. Sicotte said they are. He also asked if there were plans to highlight the lettering 
with some gold filigree for example. Mr. Sicotte said there were no plans on doing so.  

Mr. Sicotte said he was concerned regarding if he has any flexibility with the vendor due to the 
fact this sign was acquired via a bidding process. Mr. Sicotte said he can bring this feedback to 
the vendor and others involved in the process to see what adjustments could be made.  

Mr. Chair said he would like to continue this application. He would also suggest removing the 
caps and make a post that comes to a point for the Admiral Gracey Sign.  And if there is another 
letter style available. Perhaps adding a horizontal line at the top & bottom.  

Mr. Dermody asked if the signs are double-sided. Mr. Sicotte said the Webster St. sign is double-
sided and the Admiral Gracey sign is not. Mr. Dermody found the letter style for the Webster St. 
sign too “fat” and for the Admiral Gracey sign is too “thin”.  

Mr. Chair said he would write up some notes and email them to Mr. Sicotte. 

Mr. Sicotte asked if the recommendations being provided cannot be incorporated and the sign 
cannot be changed would this be a deal breaker. The Board indicated they would not be 
comfortable passing the signage as presented.  

Motion to continue this item by Mr. Dermody.  

Motion was seconded by Ms. Robinson. 

 

 

 

Approval of Minutes:  

Motion to approve the minutes of November 2nd by Mr. Dermody.  

Motion was seconded by Ms. Robinson. 

 

Name   Aye   Nay    
Mark Gluesing   Aye   
Bob Dermody Aye 
Deborah Robinson Aye 



 

 

 
 
 

 

Open Discussion: 

Ms. Litchman asked Mr. Chair if he had reviewed the proposed meeting schedule for 2021. Mr. 
Chair said he will get this schedule with any revisions to Ms. Litchman by this week.  

 
 

Motion to Adjourn: 

Motion to adjourn the Design Review Board meeting by Mr. Dermody. 

Motion was seconded by Ms. Robinson 

Meeting adjourned at 8:52 PM. 

 

Future Meetings 

December 7, 2020  Via Zoom  
December 21, 2020  Via Zoom  
 

Name   Aye   Nay    
Mark Gluesing   Aye   
Bob Dermody Aye 
Deborah Robinson Aye 
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